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was, however, a reluctance among the poorer classes to submit to vac-
cination, and also, Dr Lettsom says, a fatalistic attitude towards small-
pox. Pictet gives a pleasant picture in 1801 of the methods of Mr Ring,
a London surgeon who vaccinated gratuitously the inhabitants of
whole streets at a time in poor districts. *I do not seek them out,' said
Ring, *I do not force them at all. I discover some gossip of the street
with children who will agree to try it. She does not fail to spread the
result and immediately I have all die patients I can wish.' Pictet went
with Ring on one of his rounds and witnessed *the deep gratitude of
mothers who looked upon him as the saviour of their children".87
Dispensaries led to measures for the cure and prevention of typhus,
and at last, after a virulent outbreak in 1800 and 1801, steps were taken
for the isolation of fever cases.88 The London House of Recovery in
Gray's Inn Road, established by the Institution for the Cure and Pre-
vention of Contagious Fever, was opened in February 1802. Before
fhis time there had been no possibility of isolating poor patients. Typhus
persisted in workhouses and in the hospitals, where those suffering
from it were not separated from the other patients. When a fever patient
was taken to the workhouse, he went in the first hackney coach or chair
. that could be found. Courts and alleys where cases had occurred con-
tinued to be centres of infection.
"When the fever has depopulated a building by death and terror, poverty
and ignorance bring new inhabitants who sicken and die or linger and relapse,
^nd after being carried to the workhouse or the grave, leave the same pestilen-
tial apartment to their ill-fated successors. From these pest-houses concen-
trated contagion pours into the adjacent courts and alleys... it is disseminated
through the neighbourhood by the frequent intercourse of the needy, who
repeat . . . their visits in endeavours to supply each daily want, who are
frequently reduced to beg, borrow, or pawn one article to enable them to buy
another, *„. Through a medium of pawnbrokers, old-clothes men, rag-shops,
and by contact in a variety of ways, the poison is communicated where least
suspected88
The * fever* which was perennial in London with occasional epi-
demics, seems first to have been identified with jail fever by Dr John
Hunter in 1779. He found it to be the result, of poverty, overcrowding
and dirt.90 The terrible epidemic of 1740-1 had been regarded as a
mysterious visitation in some way connected with the dearth it fol-

